PRESS RELEASE
European Parliament Environment Committee adopts
ambitious targets for the procurement of clean buses
Brussels, 12 October 2018
The European Parliament’s environment committee has reached an agreement
on the revision of the Clean Vehicles Directive (Brussels, October 10 2018).
While the mandatory procurement quotas continue to place the highest burden on
the public transport sector, UITP welcomes the increased flexibility in the definition of
which buses are considered as “clean”.
The committee’s report maintains the high level of ambition proposed by the
Commission.
The mandatory procurement targets for the purchase, lease, rent, or hire-purchasing
of “clean” buses go up to 50% for the first period until 2025, and up to 75% until 2030.
For both periods, the committee also decided to include sub-targets for the
procurement of zero-emission vehicles.
UITP called for more realistic targets for clean buses in its detailed position paper
published in April – also calling for a timeline that would allow its members to switch to
new bus systems step by step in a sustainable and cost-efficient way.
However, UITP welcomes the decision to align the definition of “clean vehicle” with
the Directive on Alternative Fuels Infrastructure (DAFI). This enlarges the list of clean
technologies and will for example allow buses operating on biofuels to be counted
towards the procurement quota.

“This week’s agreement places a large burden on public transport,
which is already one of the most climate-friendly modes of transport.
The alignment with the DAFI Directive increases policy coherence
and gives more flexibility to public transport companies and
authorities when it comes to finding a sustainable solution that is
adapted to their local needs."
Thomas Avanzata
EU Department Director

For more information on UITP’s European activities and positions please visit the
dedicated section of our website.
Follow the UITP European Department online for all relevant news.

NOTE TO EDITORS
The International Association of Public Transport (UITP) is a passionate champion of sustainable urban
mobility and is the only worldwide network to bring together all public transport stakeholders and all
sustainable transport modes. We have 1,500 member companies giving access to 16,000 contacts from
96 countries. Our members are public transport authorities and operators, policy decision-makers,
research
institutes
and
the
public
transport
supply
and
service
industry.
Visit our website www.uitp.org. Follow us on Twitter: @UITPpress
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