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Fourth Railway Package – rail sector needs Technical Pillar
The Community of European Railway and Infrastructure Companies (CER), the Association of the
European Rail Industry (UNIFE), the International Union of Wagon Keepers (UIP), the European
Passenger Train and Traction Operating Lessors Association (EPTTOLA) and the International
Association of Public Transport (UITP) wish to confirm their strong support for the Technical
Pillar of the Fourth Railway Package and stress the importance and urgency for reaching an
agreement between the European Council and the European Parliament on this part of the
proposal as laid out in the compromise text prepared by the Irish Presidency in April 2013.
Today’s situation is proving challenging for the railway sector and the competitive performance of the
railways as a mode of transport. The authorisation and certification procedures are costly and time
consuming. The overall authorisation process for vehicles in Europe can last longer than two years,
immobilising assets worth €1.2bn that are waiting for authorisation and cannot be put into service.
The authorisation and certification processes must be simplified as quickly as possible and the
European Railway Agency (ERA) must become progressively a one-stop-shop for authorisation and
certification. To achieve that, there shall be an evolutionary plan for competencies growth at ERA and
clear responsibilities for single safety certificate and vehicle authorisation.
The European rail sector regards the simpler and quicker authorisation and certification processes as a
pre-condition for achieving the objectives set by the European Commission’s 2011 Transport White
Paper: increase capacity of the railway system and build the Single European Railway Area. They are
furthermore needed to increase the competitiveness of the sector vis-à-vis other modes of transport
in order to attract citizens and goods to railways for a sustainable, and potentially carbon-free
transport system.
The European rail sector encourages the European Parliament and the European Council to reach an
agreement during the current parliamentary mandate, starting from the forthcoming council transport
meeting on June 10, and to not miss this historic opportunity to revitalise the European railway
system.
CER Executive Director Libor Lochman added: “The discussions about the Technical Pillar are now
heading in the right direction and need to be accelerated. CER shares the opinion of the necessity for
a stronger European Railway Agency acting as a one-stop-shop and deciding about vehicle
authorisation, safety certification and trackside ERTMS, while cooperating closely with the national
safety agencies.”
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UNIFE Director General Philippe Citroën highlighted: “The sector has long been calling for what the
European Commission has proposed in the Technical Pillar. It must be adopted during this
parliamentary term to give a needed boost to the development of the rail industry in Europe.”
UIP Secretary General Gilles Peterhans stated: ”If we want one day to see a competitive rail freight
market at European level, the streamlining of administrative procedures, the setting of clear roles
and responsibilities and the removing of superfluous national regulations are the priorities we all
need to care about at hand.”
EPTTOLA President Tim Gilbert commented: “The proposals in the technical pillar, along with the
detailed recommendations for simplifying and speeding up authorisations, are essential for the
industry.”
UITP Secretary General Alain Flausch concluded: “The regional and suburban rail operator members
of UITP support the enactment of the technical pillar, while emphasising a clear and undisputable
exclusion of the functionally separated local, suburban and regional passenger railway lines from
the scope of the legislation.”

For further information, please contact:
Eva Böckle
Press and Communications Manager
phone +32 2 213 08 90

The Community of European Railway and Infrastructure Companies (CER)
brings together more than 70 European railway undertakings and
infrastructure companies. CER represents the interests of its members
towards the European institutions as well as other policy makers and
transport actors. CER’s main focus is promoting the strengthening of rail
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as essential to the creation of a sustainable transport system which is
efficient, effective and environmentally sound. For more information, see
www.cer.be
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UNIFE represents the European Rail Industry in Brussels since 1992. The
Association gathers more than 70 of Europe’s leading large and mediumsized rail supply companies active in the design, manufacture,
maintenance and refurbishment of rail transport systems, subsystems and
related equipment. A further one thousand suppliers of railway
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equipment partake in UNIFE activities through 13 national rail industry
associations. UNIFE members have an 80% market share in Europe and
supply more than 50% of the worldwide production of rail equipment and
services. www.unife.org

Founded in 1950, the UIP – International Union of Wagon Keepers, with its
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seat in Brussels, is the umbrella association of national associations from
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fourteen European countries, thus representing more than 250 keepers
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with approximately 180.000 freight wagons, performing 50 % of the rail
freight tonne-kilometres throughout Europe. UIP represents the members’
concerns at international level. By means of research, lobbying and
focused cooperation with all stakeholders and organisations interested in
rail freight transportation, the UIP wants to secure on the long term the
future of rail freight transport. www.uiprail.org
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The

International

Association of

Public Transport

(UITP) is the

international network for public transport authorities and operators,
policy decision-makers, scientific institutes and the public transport
supply and service industry. It is a platform for worldwide cooperation,
business development and the sharing of know-how between its
3,400members from 92 countries. UITP is the global advocate of public
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transport and sustainable mobility, and the promoter of innovations in the
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sector. In the European Union, the UITP EU Committee (EUC) represents
the views of the public transport undertakings of the 27 member
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countries. It is closely following and participating in the elaboration of
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the different European policies and initiatives that have an impact on

e-mail sylvie.cappaert@uitp.org

EPTTOLA

urban, suburban and regional public passenger transport.
Visit our website www.uitp.org

For more information and contact details go to www.epttola.eu
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