PRESS RELEASE
UITP TO LAUNCH INTERNATIONAL URBAN RAIL PLATFORM
FOR NORTH AMERICA
WASHINGTON, 12 JANUARY 2016
UITP (the International Association of Public Transport) has announced the creation of
the International Urban Rail Platform for North America, which will bring together key
rail industry players from the region and the rest of the world.
Leaders from the some of the most important urban rail networks in North America
gathered last night in Washington to kick off preparations to establish an
International Urban Rail Platform for North America. This initiative aims to bring the
North American rail scene into closer contact with UITP’s worldwide membership, to
share knowledge and expertise and further advance the North American ‘rail
renaissance’ currently underway, which has seen 23 new light rail systems in the USA
since 1985, alongside the existing 36 LRT and 16 metro systems.
The Platform, which has the endorsement of UITP member APTA (American Public
Transportation Association), will hold its first official meeting in the fall of 2016. The
gathering was a first get-together of the key players to launch the initiative and to
discuss the priority topics for the fall meeting.
The move comes on the back of the signing of the Fixing America’s Surface
Transportation Act (FAST) in December 2015 to ensure a longer-term vision for mass
transit financing coming from the US federal level, an initiative welcomed by UITP for
the long-term stability it provides the sector.
“There is tremendous new recognition of the value that urban rail transportation
brings to current societal needs,” said Andrew Bata, UITP Regional Manager for North
America. “In North America, new rail starts and system expansions are redefining the
urban landscape; ridership is booming and often well beyond projections. We are
experiencing a true rail renaissance – a mode that offers a high quality, modern, truly
green and efficient alternative to the automobile.”
“UITP and its members have a real wealth of experience in the rail sector and this
initiative will be key in helping to share expertise between the flourishing rail market in
North America and UITP’s international network of members,” said UITP Secretary
General, Alain Flausch.
NOTE TO EDITORS

The International Association of Public Transport (UITP) is a passionate
champion of sustainable urban mobility and is the only worldwide network to
bring together all public transport stakeholders and all sustainable
transport modes. We have 1,400 member companies giving access to
16,000 contacts from 96 countries. Our members are public transport authorities and operators, policy
decision-makers, research institutes and the public transport supply and service industry. Visit our
website www.uitp.org. Follow us on Twitter: @UITPpressoffice
UITP member companies in North America include some of the region’s largest operators in metro (New
York, Boston, Washington, Montreal and Toronto) and light rail systems (Phoenix, Salt Lake City, Honolulu,
Edmonton and Vancouver). UITP opened its first office in North America in New York City in 2015 to
support the growth of urban transit in the region and will hold its flagship event, the Global Public
Transport Summit, in Montreal in May 2017. Find out more about UITP’s activities in North America.
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