PRESS RELEASE
UITP WELCOMES HISTORIC CLIMATE DEAL BUT THE REAL
WORK STARTS NOW
BRUSSELS, 15 DECEMBER 2015
UITP (the International Association of Public Transport) welcomes the landmark
climate agreement made in Paris at the weekend but reminds governments that
more must be done to bridge the ‘emissions gap’.
An historic agreement to combat climate change was agreed by 195 nations in Paris
over the weekend with, for the first time, all nations committing to a common cause
on climate action based on their historic, current and future responsibilities.
Despite the landmark deal, the promises given by countries to curb their emissions in
the run-up to the COP21 will fall far short of the two degree goal. Bridging the
‘emissions gap’ will require even more commitment from governments, meaning that
a greater focus on developing public transport is needed.
Currently, around a quarter of all countries that have identified specific transport
interventions have pledged to focus efforts on public transport. These are positive
steps but there is considerable scope for further action. The good news is that
countries have agreed to submit updated climate plans every five years, which is
further underlined by the agreement’s robust transparency and accounting system,
which will provide clarity on countries’ implementation.
UITP members: a driving force for action
The landmark agreement was reached against the backdrop of a remarkable
groundswell of climate action by cities and regions, business and civil society,
including the public transport sector. Countries at COP21 recognised the enormous
importance of these initiatives, which included the UITP Declaration on Climate
Leadership, viewing it as an essential part in the rapid implementation of the Paris
Agreement.
“UITP hails the historic agreement made in Paris this weekend as it marks the

beginning of the end for fossil fuels and offers a strong signal to markets for green
investment and innovation,” said Alain Flausch, UITP Secretary General. “However, in
order to meet the 2 degrees Celsius goal, expanding public transport will be vital in
the months and years to come”.
Find out more about UITP’s activities on climate change: www.uitp.org/climate-

leadership
NOTE TO EDITORS
The International Association of Public Transport (UITP) is a passionate champion of sustainable urban
mobility and is the only worldwide network to bring together all public transport stakeholders and all
sustainable transport modes. We have 1,400 member companies giving access to 16,000 contacts from
96 countries. Our members are public transport authorities and operators, policy decision-makers,
research institutes and the public transport supply and service industry. Visit our website www.uitp.org.
Follow us on Twitter: @UITPpressoffice
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