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TRAINING OF PROFESSIONAL BUS DRIVERS IN URBAN PUBLIC
TRANSPORT
BRUSSELS, 10 APRIL 2014
The European Transport Workers' Federation (ETF) and the International Association of
Public Transport (UITP) came together this week to sign a joint declaration on the
implication, application and further development of Directive 2003/59/EC on the
training of professional drivers in road transport.
ETF and UITP, the European social partners in the urban public transport sector, came
together via a joint statement. Whilst ETF and UITP support the Directive as it up-skills
the drivers’ profession and thus its attractiveness, the European social partners issued
a call to the European Commission for further action to take into account.
Such actions include: ensuring training and examination quality through developing
criteria for training centres and the training of trainers; ensuring the financing of initial
and continuous training to avoid workers having to finance their own training and
measures for the control and enforcement of the Directive’s training and continuous
training requirements.
“Initial and continuous training of professional drivers in urban public transport is an
investment and not a cost that must be supported by employers,” said Alain Sutour,
Chairman of the ETF Urban Public Transport Committee. “The benefits of such training
in form of return on investment are high and range from a reduction in pollution and
accidents to an increase in the quality of service, the professionalism of drivers and
their overall health and safety”.
“UITP and ETF are firmly convinced of the benefits of high quality training for
professional drivers to all stakeholders and as such call on the European Commission
to implement the afore-mentioned actions to ensure the effective development of
the Directive,” added Nicolas Blain, Chair of the UITP EU-Committee.
To access the full joint statement, please visit the following link:
http://www.itfglobal.org/etf/etf-3915.cfm
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