Consultation on

Right to Stay Strategy: Your Region,
Your Future

Delivering the Single Market Where People Feel at Home




As a member of the “Freedom to Stay” coalition, UITP is convinced about the fundamental right
of all EU citizens to stay living where they are. This freedom is intrinsically linked to spatial
accessibility of essential services (housing, health, education, banking, groceries) and thus
mitigating the risk of social exclusion and enabling the Single Market to deliver for all EU
citizens.

In that context, it is important to remember that 83% of the EUs territory is composed of rural
areas where 30.6% of its population live. On average, this population is older and has a smaller
share of GDP.

For tackling the spatial accessibility UITP strongly advocates inclusive, affordable, and available
public transport, emphasising that a just transition in a strong Single Market must also prevent
mobility exclusion and provide opportunities to all European citizens, wherever they live.

e The 4 A's Framework: UITP promotes the “4 A's” framework —Availability, Accessibility,
Affordability, and Acceptability — to ensure public transport meets the needs of vulnerable
households and those in underserved urban or rural areas.

¢ Integrated Mobility: Solutions should be, as described in , @ mix of
public transport, shared mobility, and on-demand options.

e Preventing "Car Captivity": UITP highlights that people living in rural areas are often
forced into owning at least one car per household. In the case of low-income households,
these are often inefficient and fuel-guzzling cars, thus polluting and expensive cars to run.
The primary solution to this is accessible public transport.

Some interesting initiatives exist (see also

). However globally, there is a lack of reliable data concerning rural access and
mobility, better identifying and quantifying areas where people may experience transport
poverty and face the risk of social exclusion.

In this area, the Transport Poverty Hub developed by the Joint Research Centre (JRC) that
assesses the Availability dimension of transport poverty, is a very interesting initiative. It
compares access to essential services and opportunities across regions via walking, cycling,
driving, or public transport. The tool provides valuable information that should now lead to
appropriate policy responses at local, regional, national and European level, aiming at
supporting policies improving social inclusion and transport equity, thus making the Single
Market work for all.

At EU level, UITP strongly advocates the “Right to Stay Strategy” with the 6 mutually reinforcing
priorities as set out in the SGI-Europe position paper: the Freedom to Stay/Right to Stay should
become an official European objective with Services of General Interest (including transport) to
be recognized as a fundamental enabler as a precondition for economic competitiveness, social
inclusion, demographic sustainability and citizen's trust in the European project.

Enclosures: UITP Knowledge Brief (2022) & UITP Policy Brief (2025).


https://www.uitp.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2025/08/20250602_DRT-Knowledge-Brief_WEB.pdf
https://www.uitp.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2025/04/Knowledge-Brief-Rural-Mobility_FEB2022-web.pdf
https://www.uitp.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2025/04/Knowledge-Brief-Rural-Mobility_FEB2022-web.pdf
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